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From Pastor Jim’s Desk:

“Christmas is Sacrifice”

Years ago the story is told of Jim and Della, young new-
lyweds with nothing and getting by on little more. At that
time it was $8 a week for rent which took a big bite out of
Jim’s $20 a week salary. But what they lacked in material
things, they made up for with love.

Christmas came. Della was desperate to add to her
meager saving for Jim’s gift — until she looked in the mirror
and saw the one thing she had that was worth something:
her beautiful, knee-length hair. Jim loved her hair but it
would grow back. With that money she bought Jim a gold
chain for the watch he had inherited from his grandfather,
then his father’s most valued possession. That Christmas
eve she waited anxiously for Jim to get home from work.

His shock at the sight of Della’s short hair was not for
the reason she thought. He professed his love for her re-
gardless of the length of her hair, then he handed Della his
gift for her: a set of tortoise shell combs with jeweled edg-
es for her to wear in her now gone hair — bought with the
money he got for his heirloom gold watch.

Two young lovers sacrificed all they had for the sake of
their beloved’s joy at Christmas. Jim and Della demonstrat-
ed that love and sacrifice are synonyms, that the deeper the
cost of giving, the deeper the experience of love and joy.

Would you not agree that sacrifice is what the true
Christmas story is all about? It is not so much about giving
as it is about sacrificing. All sacrifice is giving, but not all
giving is sacrificing. God sacrificed His only Son for His
sin-stained creation. The sacrifice of Jesus goes far beyond
our comprehension because His love for the Father so con-
strained Him that He sacrificed all.

Sacrifice means to give to another person
something we could have kept for ourselves. It
means to choose, to deny, to love, to give, and
to find the deepest pleasure in another’s joy.
Because the heart of the Christmas story is sac-
rifice, should we not look for ways this year to
give sacrificially? This does not mean empty-
ing bank accounts for the poor out of guilt. But
doesn’t it mean we should look for ways to put
others’ needs, desires, and joy ahead of our
own?

Henry Ward Beecher said, “In this world, it
is not what we take up but what we give up
that makes us rich.” Becoming rich this
Christmas is not what you receive but taking
advantage of the numerous opportunities to
sacrifice for another. Just look around for the
closest need you can meet. There is no short-
age of opportunities for a love sacrifice. God
did that when He sent His Son that first
Christmas. And Jesus did that first on Good
Friday when He said, “You do not take my life
from me, I lay it down (in love, sacrificially for
you.)

Sometimes the need is bigger than what we
can comfortably give in time or treasure. And
that’s where sacrifice comes in.

Giving becomes sacrificial giving when we
take some time we might normally have chan-
neled toward ourselves and dedicate it to in-
creasing the joy of another.

The way to sacrifice is the way of Jesus
when He said, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive.” [Acts 20:35]

(Material modified from Turning Points Magazine & Devo-
tional, December 2007)
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AWANA at Home class you can still join us and benefit from the material.

From the DeSk Of Pastor |\/|0nte: Two events to keep in mind: In February we are planning a evening for

all married couples. And in March we will host our 2™ fiFaith Alliance
has Talento night for all ages.
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to grow and so is the excitement as we make changes. Starting in January, we
will be dividing our 3&4 year olds and 5&6 year olds for the lesson times.
We are asking you to consider teaching the bible lesson, or leading in our
stations/craft room. So be ready, there will be lots more said about changes in
&KLOGUHQTV &KXUFK LWQebsitkisl chRailirncgDig/RiRQ W K V
Pastor Monte

Youth Update
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We are created by a great God to do great works. He invites us to outlive our
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We started September with this as our topic and theme for the start of the new \
school year. The youth were then challenged to pray and think about ways to
make a difference, right here where God has placed them. Some are seekin
ways to communicatg the message using cont[:emporary media and technology. LGV .RUQHU
Some saw this as an opportunity to share Christ and what he is doing in their +H\ .LGTV WU\ WKHVH«)LUVW WKUHH WR UHWXUQ

lives with their friends. Some have been making it a point to bring friends and a prize.

family to be part of making a difference. What is the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the

ordinary alphabet?
What Christmas Carol is a favorite of parents?
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Who was the fastest runner in history? Adam tBecause he was first
in the human race.

Who was the best actor in the bible? Sampson *Because he brought
the house down.

Read: Luke 2: 6-18

Christmas has taken on so many other things over the years. We
have the story of Santa. We have the gift giving. These things
aren't bad in themselves, as the gift giving started with the Wise
Men. But it can take away from the real meaning of Christmas.

What is Christmas all about?
On December, 7" over 30 youth gathered on Wednesday night to serve the What happened that first Christmas?
community in a way that will make a difference. Thirteen youth went to sing Why do we celebrate it?
Christmas carols and do a short program at a local nursing home. Four youth ’

rang bells for the Salvation Army at Walmart. Another fifteen youth made As we read here, Jesus, the Savior of the world, was born. We
cookies, cards and gift bags. Those gift cookies and cards will be delivered celebrate His birth because of our faith in Him, and His birth was
Wednesday night the 14" when we as a large group go caroling. the beginning of a life-changing event - the cross. So let us

These service projects have taken some out of their comfort, but overall
have been fun and meaningful. | encourage you as families, couples or
individuals to pray and seek ways you can make a difference in this next year.
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celebrate Jesus birthday together, and remember why He came.
© By M.S.Lowndes

“Christmas Poem"

Family Update The meaning of Christmas has always been Jesus
‘H KDYH MXVW ILQLVKHG RX®1H. DWW+ RRBHP H@QW MNo other story will do

JRU WKH QH[W IHZ PRQWKYV ZH DUH JRLQJ WR EH Lic pirth is what we all celebrate! LVLQJ D
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Threads - character qualities of Joseph - that map spiritual development from ods gi or me and you

childhood WKURXJK \RXQJ DGXOWKRRG ,W LV FDOOH®By MSLowndeswHU /LIH 7KUHDGV
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